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My Dear Colleagues and Friends,

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our 
loving Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ, whose 
resurrection we celebrate on Easter and every 
week of the year.

I know many of you are very busy prepar-
ing for Easter.  After all, thatõs what the season 
of Lent is all about.  And then comes Easter, the 
most dynamic and important event in the year for 
Christian people.  Itõs a time of joyful observance 
and celebration of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, the Christ of God.  This for the faithful 
means hope, new life, and freedom from those 
things which entomb and shackle us to human 
frailties.  

The other day I came across a wonderful hu-
man interest story that I would like to share with 
you during this holy season of Lent and Easter.  It 
is about an eight year old boy named Philip.

Philip was born with Downs Syndrome.  He 
was a pleasant child, happy it seemed, but increas-
ingly aware of the difference between himself 
and other children.  Philip went to Sunday school 
faithfully every week.  He was in the third grade 
class with nine other eight-year olds.  You know 
eight year-year old boys.  And Philip, with his 
differences, was not readily accepted.  But his 
teacher was sensitive to Philip, and he helped 
this group of eight-year olds to love each other as 
best they could, under the circumstances.  They 
learned, they laughed, they played together, and 
they really cared about one another, even though 
eight-year olds donõt say they care about one 
another out loud.   

But donõt forget, there was an exception to 
all this.  Philip was not really a part of the group.  
Philip did not choose, nor did he want to be dif-
ferent.  He just was.  And that was the way things 
were.

His teacher had a marvelous idea for his class 
the Sunday after Easter.  You know those things 
those pantyhose come in … the containers that 
look like great big eggs?  The teacher collected 10 
of them.  The children loved it when he brought 
them into the room and gave one to each child.  
It was a beautiful spring day, and the assignment 
was for each child to go outside, þnd a symbol for 
new life, put it into the egg, and bring it back to 
the classroom.  They would then open and share 
their new life symbols and surprises, one by one.

It was glorious.  It was confusing.  It was wild.  
They ran all around the church grounds, gathering 
their symbols, and returned to the classroom.

They put all the eggs on the table, and then 
the teacher began to open them.  All the children 
gathered around the table.  He opened one and 
there was a ÿower, and they ooh-ed and aah-ed.  
He opened another and there was a little butterÿy.  
“Beautiful!” the girls all said, since it is hard for 
eight-year old boys to say ôbeautiful.õ  He opened 
another and there was a rock.  And as third-grad-
ers will, some laughed, and some said, òThatõs 
crazy!  Howõs a rock supposed to be like new 
life?”  But the smart little boy who put it in there 
spoke up: òThatõs mine.  And I knew all of you 
would get ÿowers and bugs and leaves and but-
terÿies and stuff like that.  So I got a rock because 
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In Our 
Prayers
David Leckrone, 
pastor at Asbury 
South UMC, in the 
death of his mother 
Helen Leckrone.

 

I wanted to be different.  And for me, thatõs new 
life.”  They all laughed.

The teacher said something about the wisdom 
of eight-year olds and opened the next one.  There 
was nothing inside.  The children, as eight-year 
olds will, said, òThatõs not fair.  Thatõs stupid!  
Somebody didnõt do it right.ó

Then the teacher felt a tug on his shirt, and he 
looked down.  òItõs mine, Philip said.  Itõs mine.ó  
And the children said, òYou donõt ever do things 
right, Philip.  Thereõs nothing there!ó  òI did so do 
it right!” Philip said.  “I did do it right.  The tomb 
is empty!”

There was a silence, a very full silence.  And 
for you people who donõt believe in miracles, I 
want to tell you that one happened that day.  From 
that time on, it was different.  Philip suddenly 
became a part of that group of eight-year old 
children.  They took him in.  He was set free from 
the tomb of his differentness.

Philip died last summer.  His family had 
known since the time he was born that he 
wouldnõt live out a full life span.  Many other 
things were wrong with his little body.  And so, 
late last July, with an infection that most normal 
children could have shrugged off, Philip could not 
and died.

At his memorial service, nine eight-year old 
children marched up to the altar, not with ÿowers 
to cover over the stark reality of death … but nine 
eight-year olds, along with their Sunday school 
teacher, marched right up to the altar, and laid 
on it an empty egg … an empty, old, discarded 
pantyhose egg.

And the tomb is 
empty!  This is the 
message of Easter.  “He 
is not here; for he has 
been raised, as he said 
… He has been raised 
from the dead, (Mat-
thew 28: 6-7 NRSV).  
The Christ of God lives!  
And because Christ 
lives, you and I are set 
free with new life and 
joyful hope for the future.  This is the good news 
of Easter!  This is our salvation.           

During this holy season, I encourage you to 
share this good news with those without faith (the 
lost) and invite them into a relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  May you be very intentional about reach-
ing the lost and thus transforming the world for 
Godõs kingdom.

Faithfully yours,
Hank Stringer 

And the tomb is 
empty!  �is is 
the message of 
Easter.  �He is 
not here; for he 
has been raised, 
as he said ��

United �eological Seminary 
Names New President

 On Friday, February, February 22, The Board 
of Trustees of United Theological Seminary 
elected Dr. Wendy J. Deichmann Edwards as its 
President, effective February 25. She has been 
serving as Acting President since November 
following the resignation of former President G. 
Edwin Zeiders. Edwards was formerly Academic 
Dean and Vice-President of the school, a member 
of the faculty, and previously served as Director 
of the UTS at Buffalo (NY) program.

“The Board was unanimous in its support 
for Wendyõs presidency,ó said Marge Putman, 
Chair of the United Board of Trustees. “We are 
conþdent in her ability to provide United with 
excellent leadership.ó Edwards is the þrst woman 

to serve in the United Theological Seminary 
presidency.

Read the article in its entirety at                       
http://www.united.edu/news/presidentelected.shtml

UTS O�ers One Day Seminar  - 
�Called to be Faithful�

United Theological Seminary and the Center for 
Parish Development are hosting “Called to be 
Faithful,” a one-day continuing educational event 
focusing on congregational transformation, on 
Friday, March 28, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
For details go to                                                
 http://www.united.edu/academics/dmincongtransform.shtml
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Jim�s Toolbox

How Well Do You Know the             
Community Around Your Church?
By Jim Waugh, Assistant to the Superintendent

continued on page 4

    How well do you know the community/neighborhood 
around your church?  My hunch is that folks in most churches 
would say they have a good idea about who lives there and 
what their life situations are like.  But we are just as likely to 
make assumptions without really checking things out.  That is 
one of the values of a tool that pastors and the lay leadership 
of congregations in the West Ohio Conference have available 
to them through an organization known as Percept and through 
a website:  http://www.link2lead.com .  It is one way that you 
can gain a better understanding of the folks who live in the 
community around your church.

Link to Lead 

In last monthõs edition, I 
included an article about new 
features in “Link 2 Lead”   If 
you are reading online, just click 
on the link or type this address 

into your browser:  http://www.link2lead.com .  The districts 
and the annual conference partner to make Percept and Link 2 
Lead available to congregations across the annual conference.  
When you have registered and logged into the site then you can 
take advantage of discounted prices on the products that Per-
cept offers.  The three basic products offered by Percept/Link 2 
Lead include:

First View Reports 

These reports offer a six page 
overview of the area around your 
church.  The standard First View 
report gives demographic informa-
tion on a 1.5 mile radius around the 
location of your congregation.  You 

can download to your computer and/or print the pdf report. Re-
cently Percept added a new feature to the First View Reports.  
Registered users can now create their own custom First View 
Reports.  These reports are available in three formats:

Zip code – choose a zip code to create a report for 
given area of the userõs choosing.

Radius – Select a radius around a given address lo-

1.

2.

cation (your church or an area that the user might be 
targeting for ministry).  The user can adjust the size 
of the radius (1 mile, 3 miles, etc) and the radius area 
can be moved around on a Google map.

Polygon – Create a custom boundary report in which 
the user can deþne the area for òpolygonó study with 
many sides and boundaries.

Registered users submit their First View report request. 
Usually within ten minutes or less, the user receives an e-mail 
with a link that will download the custom report.  It is great for 
doing “what ifs” and getting an overview of the demographic 
composition of a community or neighborhood. The best thing 
is that all the First View reports are free to registered us-
ers from a participating judicatory (in our case the West Ohio 
Conference).

The Ministry Area Proþle (MAP) 

This product is a much more detailed demographic report 
that comes in a small three ring notebook.  It also includes a set 
of overhead transparences with information plotted on maps of 

the designated study area.  These 
studies are available for zip 
code, or in radius study area, or 
the polygon/custom study area.  
It takes about two or three weeks 

to get this study from Percept once it has been ordered.  Reg-
istered users from participating judicatories receive a discount 
on this report.  The basic cost is $175.00 (versus $340.00) for 
those who do not have a contract with Percept.

Context/ReVision

I have not seen one 
of the Context ReVi-
sion studies þrst hand.  
Basically it has two 

parts.  The Context Study compares the demographic makeup 
of the userõs congregation to the demographics of the surround-
ing neighborhood or community.  Members and friends of the 

3.
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congregation complete detailed (anonymous) surveys.   Percept 
then compares that information to the information available 
about the community.  It helps a congregation to see where 
they are alike or different from the community around their 
church.  

The ReVision part of this study is a guide for a process for a 
congregation to use in an effort to “revision” ministry.  It is an-
other tool that is intended to help a congregation in transform-
ing its ministry to reach its community for Jesus Christ.  The 
Context and ReVision study is available for a cost of $395.00 
plus $.95 per survey.

Feel free to visit and use this site (we are paying for it).  It 
is useful in learning more about your community and neigh-
borhood.  For example the First View report (and the MAP 
Study in more detail) will name the kinds of church programs 
that folks in your community would prefer if offered by your 
church.  The information from Percept does not take the place 
of talking to people in your community about their needs and 
what they are looking for in a church.  However, the Percept 
information could help your congregation begin to focus on the 
needs of persons in your community.  Those folks then might 
try out your church as a place where they can connect to God 
and other seekers after Christ in your congregation.

If þnances are an issue in ordering the Ministry Area Proþle 
or the Context/ReVision Study, please contact me at the district 
ofþce (jwaugh@wocumc.org).   I would be glad to talk with 
you about the district partnering with your church in obtaining 
one of these studies if you are ready to use them in furthering 
your congregationõs outreach in the community/neighborhood 
around the church.

It�s Time to Sign Up for Camp!

The West Ohio Conference Camping Information is avail-
able online at http://www.westohiocamps.com/camps/index.
asp . Check out the website where you will þnd information 
about camping for all age groups from second graders through 
senior high.  Some camps are held onsite at one of the three 
sites (Otterbein, Wesley, and Widewater) or off site in an 
adventure style camp.  Online registration is available through 
the website.

The Capitol Area South District is partnering with the Foot-
hills District, Maumee Watershed District, and Camp Otterbein 
to present to multi-age multi-district camps at Camp Otterbein 
again this summer. Those weeks are scheduled for July 6-11 
and July 27-August 1.  Look for the òOutbackó Camp for 9-12 
grades, the “O Tube” for 6-8 graders, and the “Club O” for 3-5 
graders during those weeks at Camp Otterbein.

If you need more information, please contact the Rev. An-
gie Sherer at adsherer@yahoo.com or at 740-973-9485.  Angie 
says that volunteer counselors are needed for these weeks, if 
you are interested please contact Angie.

Pastor Says Calendar Program Really Helps 
with Scheduling

Ty Myers, pastor of the Emman-
uel Pleasant View Charge says that 
he really likes a web based church 
calendar program available through 

www.mychurchevents.com .   He writes, “For about $60 bucks 
a year this website offers you the ability of an online Calendar 
that you can link to your website.”  It also allows you to plug in 
the calendar information into your own website say a listing of 
the events taking place in the next month or week.  He says that 
it allows users to plug in the calendar information into their 
own website such as a listing of the events taking place in the 
next month or week. This means that a congregationõs website 
can always be current in terms of events as long as the calendar 
is up to date in mychurchevents.com.

Ty also likes the fact that users can receive feedback via 
email for a particular event by creating an online questionnaire.  
There is also the functionality to set up registration forms for 
events. 

Ty has set up a calendar on the Emmanuel churchõs website 
(www.gbgm-umc.org/emmanuel-circleville).  There you can 
see how the calendar works by visiting the “Upcoming Events” 
page.  Then click on one of the scrolling calendar events or 
“Emmanuel Calendar.”

You can check out this program on the                         
 www.mychurchevents.com website or contact Ty via email at 
Revtymyers1@aol.com .

Fight Like a Man Seminar // July 26 from 
9am - 4pm

Sponsored by the WOC United Methodist Men, this event 
will be held at Methodist Theological School in Ohio. Featured 
speaker will be Todd Braschler, Wichita, KS; along with Rev. 
David Adams, General Secretary, General Commission on UM 
Men, Nashville; and WOC Bishop, Bruce Ough. The cost is 
$50/person and registration is due by July 19. To download 
the registration form, go to                                                       
 http://www.gbgm-umc.org/WestOhioUMM/apply.html .
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Capitol Area South District 
Mission Giving for 2007

A Thank You from the District Superintendent

I would like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU very much for your faithful participation in apportionment giving.  
As you know, this is the way United Methodists keep covenant with Christ and each other in supporting mission ministries in our 
District, Conference, and General Church.  This is your fair share.  For whatever reason(s) when a local church is not a 100% 
participant, it diminishes the ability of the whole church in reaching the needy and doing kingdom work for God.  It is my prayer 
that we are all faithful; and I give thanks to God our Creator for each of you and your ministries.

Hank Stringer

Congregation % Pd % Pd % Pd

Conference District Community

Ministries

Asbury South 100% 100% 100%

Ashville Zion 100% 100% 100%

Atlanta 100% 100% 100%

Baltimore United 100% 100% 100%

Bennington Chapel 100% 100% 100%

Brushy Fork 100% 100% 100%

Canal Winchester Faith 100% 100% 100%

Chatham 100% 100% 100%

Columbus Christ 100% 100% 100%

Church For All People 100% na na

Circleville Community 100% 100% 100%

Commercial Point 100% 100% 100%

Crossroads 100% 100% 100%

Croton 100% 100% 100%

Derby 100% 100% 100%

Dumontville 100% 100% 100%

East Ringgold 100% 100% 100%

Fairview Stoutsville 100% 100% 100%

Five Points 100% 100% 100%

Glenwood 100% 100% 100%

Granville Centenary 100% 100% 100%

Grove City Trinity 100% 100% 100%

Groveport 100% 100% 100%

Harrisburg 100% 100% 100%

Hilliard 100% 100% 100%

Hilltonia 100% 100% 100%

Hopewell  (Franklin Co) 100% 100% 100%

Hoy Memorial 100% 100% 100%

Jackson Chapel 100% 100% 100%

Jacksontown 100% 100% 100%

Johnstown 100% 100% 100%

Lafayette 100% 50% 53%

Lancaster First 100% 100% 100%

Lancaster Sixth Ave 100% 100% 100%

Liberty 100% 100% 100%

Lilly Chapel: Trinity 100% 100% 100%

Lithopolis 100% 100% 100%

Livingston 100% 100% 100%

Lockbourne 100% 100% 100%

Madison Mills 100% 100% 100%

Congregation % Pd % Pd % Pd

Conference District Community

Ministries

Marne 100% 100% 100%

Miller Memorial 100% 100% 0%

Millersport 100% 100% 100%

Mount Zion 100% 100% 100%

Mt Sterling First 100% 100% 100%

New Holland 100% 100% 100%

New Horizons 100% 100% 100%

New Zion 100% 100% 100%

Newark Cox 100% 100% 100%

Newark First 100% 100% 100%

Newark Neal Avenue 100% 100% 100%

Newport 100% 100% 100%

Obetz 100% 100% 100%

Orient 100% 100% 100%

Parkview 100% 100% 100%

Perryton 100% 100% 100%

Pickerington Peace 100% 100% 100%

Pleasant Chapel 100% 100% 100%

Pleasant View Circleville 100% 100% 100%

Plumwood 100% 100% 100%

Reynoldsburg 100% 100% 100%

Salem Kingston 100% 100% 100%

Scioto Chapel 100% 100% 100%

Scioto Ridge 100% 100% 100%

Smith Chapel 100% 100% 100%

South Bloomýeld 100% 100% 100%

South Solon 100% 100% 100%

St Louisville 100% 100% 100%

St Paul 100% 100% 100%

Summit Station 100% 100% 100%

Thurston 100% 100% 100%

Toboso 100% 100% 100%

Village Chapel 100% 100% 100%

Walnut Hill 100% 100% 100%

Westgate 100% 100% 100%

White Chapel 100% 100% 100%

Williamsport 100% 100% 100%

Amlin 84% 100% 100%

Gates-Fourth 81% 100% 100%

Hebron 81% 100% 100%

continued on page 6
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Dates for 2008 School of Christian          
Mission Set 

The 2008 School of Christian Mission will be held at Ohio 
Northern University.  The mission studies this year include 
three topics:  “I Believe in Jesus,” “Israel-Palestine (Parts 1 & 
2),”  and “Giving Our Hearts Away: Native American Sur-
vival.”  

Participants can choose from three schedule opportunities 
to best suit their needs:

Four Day School July 28-31

Weekend Event July 25-27

One Day Sampler July 26

Click on the link to download a brochure for the event:  
http://www.capareasouthumc.org/socm .

Sign Up NOW for CAS Youth Mission Trip 
to Mexico

The Mission, Outreach, and Evan-
gelism Team of the Capitol Area South 
District has arranged a mission work 
camp trip for youth (those who have 
completed the 7th grade and up).  The 
trip is planned for July 7-12, 2008.  The 

cost of the trip (including airfare) is $600.00 per person.  

The trip is limited to twenty-þ ve youth and ten adults, 
and the slots are þ lling up quickly.  So if you want to par-
ticipate, please send in your registration soon.  Click 
on this link to download a copy of the event brochure:                              
http://www.capareasouthumc.org/mexico . 

Check out the Southside Mission Experi-
ence for a Work Camp Close to Home � is 
Summer

The CAS District Mission, Outreach, and 
Evangelism Team is working with the United 
Methodist Ministries of the Capitol Area 
Districts in offering a work camp mission 
experience on the Southside of Columbus.  
The work camp is scheduled for July 17-21, 

2008.  This work camp is designed for Adults and youth ages 
15 and up.  The cost is $100 per person ($200 per family).  
Click on this link to download a copy of the event brochure:  
http://www.capareasouthumc.org/southside .

Congregation % Pd % Pd % Pd

Conference District Community

Ministries

Hilltop 81% 100% 100%

Fletcher Chapel 74% 100% 100%

Fairview 67% 100% 100%

Wagram 66% 70% 0%

Circleville Emmanuel 64% 100% 100%

Fairý eld Beach 61% 100% 100%

Eastview 59% 100% 100%

Circleville Good Shepherd 54% 25% 25%

Christian Endeavor 53% 100% 100%

Lancaster Maple St 50% 50% 53%

West Jefferson 50% 100% 100%

Carroll Shalom 50% 100% 100%

Thurman Avenue 50% 100% 100%

Emmett Chapel 49% 100% 100%

Pataskala 44% 100% 100%

Wright Memorial 42% 100% 100%

St Marks 41% 100% 100%

Avondale 39% 100% 100%

Clair 38% 54% 100%

Etna 38% 100% 100%

West Park 37% 100% 100%

London First 34% 0% 0%

Pontius 31% 100% 100%

Pickerington Gethsemane 30% 100% 100%

Grove City 29% 27% 0%

Newark Christ 29% 100% 100%

Washington Avenue 28% 100% 100%

Pleasant View 28% 100% 0%

Newark Faith 27% 100% 0%

Circleville Calvary 26% 23% 100%

Heath 25% 100% 100%

Kirkersville 20% 100% 100%

Mills Memorial 19% 13% 32%

Canal Winchester Hope 17% 19% 20%

New Salem 13% 100% 100%

Pickerington Trinity 11% 100% 100%

Cedar Hill Calvary 8% 16% 30%

Wesley Church of Hope 8% 76% 65%

Salem 6% 100% 0%

Baltimore Christ 6% 100% 100%

Alexandria 2% 4% 5%

Appleton 0% 0% 100%

Brice 0% 0% 0%

Columbia Heights 0% 0% 0%

Community of Faith 0% 0% 0%

Long Run 0% 0% 0%

New Life Community na na na

Capitol Area South 76% 87% 85%

Mission Giving  from page 5




