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Dearly Beloved,

Gathering at Annual Conference is a time of holy
conferencing. This is our heritage and history as
United Methodists. We come together to wor-
ship God, to care for the affairs of the church,
and to fellowship with each other as Christians in
the Wesleyan tradition. It is an instituted means
of Godés grace, as taught by John Wesley who
termed the experience “Christian Conferencing.”
We are to interact with one another in ways that
reyect an attitude of openness and unconditional
positive regard. This is what God expects of us as
sisters and brothers, chosen by God to be a holy
and beloved family.

Whenever we come together for
conversation about discipleship,
congregational life, and decision

making, holy conferencing - or

should I say, Christian Conferencing
- should be the norm.

The United Methodist Council of Bishops and
the Commission on the General Conference
provided guidelines for holy conferencing at the
2008 General Conference in Fort Worth, TX last
month. Participants were encouraged to use these
guidelines as the chief means of interacting with
each other and conducting the business of the
church. Here they are. Take time to study and
reyect on them.

e Every person is a child of God. Always
speak respectfully. One can disagree
without being disagreeable.

From Your Superintendent

HOLY CONFERENCING

e Asyou patiently listen and observe the
behavior of others, be open to the pos-
sibility that God can change the views of
any or all parties in the discussion.

e Listen patiently before formulating re-
sponses.

e Strive to understand the experiences
out of which others have arrived at their
views.

*  Be careful in how you express personal
offense at differing opinions. Otherwise
dialogue me be inhibited.

e Accurately reyect the views of others
when speaking. This is especially impor-
tant when you disagree with that position.

*  Avoid making generalizations about indi-
viduals and groups. Make your point with
specipc evidence and examples.

e Avoid using inyammatory names or an
excited and angry voice.

¢ Make use of facilitators and mediators.

e Remember that people are depned,
ultimately, by their relationship with God
0 not by the yaws we discover, or think
we discover, in their views and actions.

| share these guidelines with you just as we
prepare to gather for the 39" Session of the West
Ohio Annual Conference. As usual, we can
anticipate discussion and debate about a number
of issues on which we disagree. This should not
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diminish our personal and corporate relationships
with one another, nor make us less than Christian
in the process of decision making. Our human
condition is one of family. We are all children of
God, equally and unconditionally loved by God,
and accepted for who we are by grace.

Holy conferencing may not be limited to our
interactions at General or Annual Conference.
Whenever we come together for conversation
about discipleship, congregational life, and deci-
sion making, holy conferencing - or should | say,
Christian Conferencing - should be the norm.
This is what God expects of us. It is a means of
grace that enhances Christian growth and spiritual
vitality.

I recommend to you the above guidelines for holy
conferencing, and encourage you to use them
faithfully in your routine interactions in the life
of the church. Make use of them in committees,
board and council meetings, charge conferences,
and in all church conversations to discern Godds
direction for the body of Christ and to nurture
your discipleship.

For those of us who will soon gather at Lakeside
for Annual Conference, know that God expects
us to embrace Holy Conferencing in our interac-
tions with each other. You may pnd it helpful to
use these important guidelines to facilitate this
process.

Be healthy and blessed.
Hank

had a low birth weight.

Pastoral Appointments for the
Capitol Area South District Are
Announced

Bishop Bruce Ough has announced the following
appointments to date in the Capitol Area South
District:

Brenda Liyand has been appointed as Pastor at
the Westgate UMC. Brenda has served recently
at the Crooksville Area Shared Ministry.

Terry Priest will become the Pastor at the He-
bron UMC. He has been serving at Washington
- Thurman Avenue Chg.

Nathan Adams and Jeremy Scott have been
assigned as student pastors at the Washington-
Thurman Avenue Charge.

Stacy Evans (retired) has been appointed to serve
Circleville Calvary UMC.

In Our Prayers

Rev. Chhith Phal and his family in the birth of a new grandson. The child

The Rev. Brian Green in the death of his mother Edith Green on May 8..

The Rev. Violet Mosher and her family in the death of her husband Earl.

The Rev. Ron Dixon is recovering from knee surgery on May 30.

The Rev. Paul Moots has had outpatient surgery in his ongoing recovery
from an automobile accident almost two years ago.







